Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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_‘ We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,
' welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith.

AS WE GATHER
The Holy Gospel for today is about why the dietary laws never saved anyone and is a warning about what we think or say. The
Old Testament Reading provides a warning against not passing on the teachings to the next generation. The Good News of the
Gospel is most clearly found in the Epistle, which clearly tells us to rely on the armor God provides, not ourselves, so that we can
stand up in this evil age. That we shall do in song and speech today, asking God’s help for the coming week.

WELCOME & INVOCATION
(P} We gather in the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 34:9, 19
(P) Fear the LORD, you His saints,
for those who fear Him lack nothing!
(P} Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.
HYMN: “OH, THAT THE LORD WOULD GUIDE MY WAYS” LSB 707

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:8-9; John 20:19-23
P] God's Word tells us, "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness."'

Silence for reflection.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

KYRIE Mark 10:47, LSB 204; SUNG
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
1 To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;

Text: Stephen P. Starke Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 204; SUNG

2 To You, O sole-begotten, 3 For You alone are holy;

Goodwill from God in heaven

Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!

We praise and bless You,
Father;

Your holy name, we sing—

Our thanks for Your great

glory,

Lord God, our heav’nly King.

The Father’s Son, we pray;

O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.

Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high—

You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,

Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

RERE

O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every virtue and bring to completion every

good intent that we may grow in grace and bring forth the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

LNow, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the just
decrees that | am teaching you, and do them, that you
may live, and go in and take possession of the land
that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you.
2You shall not add to the word that I command you,
nor take from it, that you may keep the
commandments of the LORD your God that | command
you. . ..

®Keep them and do them, for that will be your
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

OFjinally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength
of his might. *Put on the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to stand against the schemes of the
devil. *2For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
BTherefore take up the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand firm. **Stand therefore, having
fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, °*and, as shoes for your

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL

14[Jesus] called the people to him again and said to
them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: *There is
nothing outside a person that by going into him can
defile him, but the things that come out of a person are
what defile him.” ¥ And when he had entered the
house and left the people, his disciples asked him
about the parable. And he said to them, “Then are
you also without understanding? Do you not see that
whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile

(P} This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and
understanding people.” ‘For what great nation is there
that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to
us, whenever we call upon him? 8And what great
nation is there, that has statutes and just decrees so
righteous as all this law that | set before you today?

%“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest
you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest
they depart from your heart all the days of your life.
Make them known to your children and your
children’s children.”

Ephesians 6:10-20
feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of
peace. ¥In all circumstances take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming
darts of the evil one; Y’and take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God, ®praying at all times in the Spirit, with
all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with
all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,
and also for me, that words may be given to me in
opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of
the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains,
that I may declare it boldly, as | ought to speak.

Mark 7:14-23
him, °since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and
is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 2°And
he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles
him. 2'For from within, out of the heart of man, come
evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder,
adultery, ?>coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality,
envy, slander, pride, foolishness. ZAll these evil things
come from within, and they defile a person.”



NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and

(C]

HYMN:

invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And |
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

“THEE WILL I LOVE, MY STRENGTH, MY TOWER”

TEACHING FROM GOD'S WORD
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

)
(C)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

After each petition:

(P)
(C)

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Final petition:
Lord God, heavenly Father, we offer You our thanks and praise for Your servants who have finished their course
in faith and now rest from their labors. Bring us with them to the unspeakable joys of Your new heavens and new
earth at the day of our Savior’s glorious appearing. Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we

(P

(C)

pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING

THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE

FRFRERE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You
so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give
thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid
on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud

LSB 694

2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 208

To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at
St. John in the confession that not only bread and
wine, but Jesus Christ’s very body and blood are given
to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our sins
and to strengthen our faith in Him and our union
(communion) with one another. Our Lord invites to
His table all those who believe His words, repent of all
sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and love as He
forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His
death until He comes. If this is your first time at St
John or if you have not been instructed about the
Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the Pastor
before participating in the Lord’s Supper

For those who wish to take communion in their
seat, please notify an usher or elder, and be seated
near the center aisle. We offer either individual or
common cup for the wine.

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:




HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9, LSB 208, SUNG
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Text: Stephen P. Starke

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke
it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI Text: Stephen P. Starke  John 1:29, LSB 210; SUNG
1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away; You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

DISTRIBUTION
HYMN: “STAND UP, STAND UP FOR JESUS” LSB 660
HYMN: “ONWARD, CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS” LSB 662

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

(P) Letus pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of
Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom
which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -~ give you peace.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN: “LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING” LSB 924
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